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necropsies. Still more terrible is the fact that the Calcutta health returns
of 1921 showed 6-04 per cent of all deaths were due to tetanus, for
infants formed 87 per cent of the total deaths from tetanus. This is
due to the filthy customs of ignorant Indian midwives in dressing the
umbilical cords of newly-born infants, using materials which often
include the dung of the sacred cow! My attention was early drawn to
the frequency of deaths from tetanus in patients admitted for street
injuries in Calcutta, and experiments showed that the insertion beneath
the skin of rats of a minute pinch of Calcutta street dust produced
tetanus in five out of six. This led me to advocate prophylactic serum
in all street wounds, and it is satisfactory to note that the incidence of
tetanus in the surgical necropsies fell from 20 in the first 1,000 to 2
in the last 600. This real danger of wounds in tropical country is there-
fore preventable.
Enteric           Enteric fever is well known to be especially common in insanitary
tropical countries. Hospital data do not bring this out fully, in spite
of the London necropsies showing only 0-3 per cent of deaths from this
cause against 1-21 per cent in the necropsies and 2-9 per cent in the
vital statistics of Calcutta. Whea I first went to Calcutta in 1900 it was
generally held that enteric was rare in Indians; but, although only
three cases had been diagnosed as such in the previous ten years, I
found sk undiagnosed cases in the wards at one time by means of the
Widal test, then recently introduced (Rogers, 1902). I have also seen
sixteen cases at once in an. European ward of twenty-four general
medical beds, Indians suffer chiefly during childhood, so do not appear
in the necropsy records, as they are rarely sent to hospital for enteric.
The very general use of preventive inoculation against typhoid and
the paratyphoids has greatly lessened the incidence of the disease in
Europeans in the tropics; for the India Office and other service recruit-
ing bodies insist on its use. The disease was greatly reduced in British
soldiers in India by the isolation of all enteric patients until proved
no longer to be carriers of the disease, and also by the examination of
cookhouse and other servants for carriers.
Tuberculosis it is difficult to exaggerate the importance of tuberculosis in India
and other tropical countries. Yet this was late in being recognized,
for in 1892 a leading Calcutta physician stated at a congress that
pulmonary tuberculosis and other lung diseases were rare in natives
of India. In 1904, in the course of an inquiry into the true causes of
the 90 per cent of all deaths returned by the village watchman under the
elastic term 'fever', I obtained clear evidence that 90 per mille of the
total deaths were due to pulmonary tuberculosis. Moreover, the Calcutta
necropsies show 16-10 per cent and the vital statistics 204 per cent due
to that cause, against 5-4 per cent in the London necropsies. Further,
among backward tropical races pulmonary tuberculosis is liable to take
on a very acute intractable form, as pointed out by Lyle Cummins with
regard to tropical Africa, In India the disease appears to be inter-
mediate in severity between that of Europe and that of tropical Africa,